BIPOSA and BIOS Research Training Awards
PURPOSE
Our overarching ambition is to build research capability within the clinical workforce related to paediatric ophthalmology and strabismus in the UK.

The purpose of the Research Training Award is to provide funds to clinicians (ophthalmologists, orthoptists, or optometrists) at any career stage, to undertake a specific formal research training course of any type eg research design, statistical analysis or laboratory techniques. This course should enable them to undertake research relating to children’s vision or eye disorders.

In the long term BIPOSA and BIOS wish to build a community of research active members, including current and prior research training award holders, which could develop into a forum for seeking advice or developing collaborations related to research – the ‘BIPOSA-BIOS Academy’. This is anticipated to start as an online discussion group but is intended to have a presence at the BIPSOA conference as it matures.

ELIGIBILITY
Applicants must be clinicians in good standing already pursuing or intending to make a career in  paediatric ophthalmology or strabismus. 

Only members of BIPOSA or BIOS can apply. Eligibility will be checked.

Applicants awarded a BIPOSA-BIOS research award in the preceding three years are not eligible to apply. 

Applicants may apply before they have confirmation of acceptance on the course, but funds will not be released until the place is confirmed. If the proposed start date is postponed, the Trustees must be informed immediately and, depending on the reason for the postponement, they reserve the right to withdraw the award in this situation. If an award is made but the awardee subsequently does not attend the course at all, it is expected that the awardee will return the funds. 

NUMBER & FREQUENCY
There are two rounds each year, in October and April. 
The closing date for the October round is 31st December and for the April round is 30th June.

In each round, two awards will be made to orthoptists who are members of BIOS, and two awards will be made to members of BIPOSA (irrespective of profession).
Only one award will be made per applicant. 

VALUE
Up to £500 per award is available for the purpose of paying for course fees. 

[bookmark: _Hlk130721622]The award can be used for part payment of course fees if they exceed £500, if the applicant can show that funds from another source have been secured or confirm self-funding. 



JUDGING CRITERIA
Applications will be assessed for quality of the proposed training course, the clarity of the plan to implement the training into research, and commitment to remaining research active within paediatric ophthalmology and strabismus. 

The BIPOSA Executive will assess the BIPOSA research training award applications and the BIOS Trustees will assess the BIOS research training award applications 

AWARDING CRITERIA
BIPOSA and BIOS reserve the right not to make awards if the applications are incomplete or unsatisfactory.
Applications must be received by the deadline for the relevant round.  

The offer of an award further to any concerns raised.

AWARDEE’s COMMITMENT
The award holder, must, within three months of attending the research training course , submit a written report to BIPOSA or BIOS. The award must be acknowledged in any scientific papers reporting research that drew directly on the training supported by the award. 
Award holders are also expected to submit any such research for consideration for inclusion in the scientific programme of the BIPOSA Annual Scientific Meeting.

If the report is not received, the award holder will be ineligible for any future BIPOSA or BIOS awards.

HOW TO APPLY
Please email an electronic version of your completed application form and CV to executive@biposa.org



CLOSING DATES FOR APPLICATIONS:
31st December (for October round)
30th June (for April round) 




















BIPOSA and BIOS Research Training Awards

Application form



	Last name:
	


	First name (s):
	


	Address for Correspondence:
	






	Telephone no:
	


	Email address:
	


	Present Post:
	


	Membership of BIPOSA and/or BIOS 
	I confirm I am paid up member of BIPOSA: Yes / No 

I confirm I am paid up member of BIOS: Yes / No



	
Which award(s) are you applying for? 
(Note successful applicants will only be given one award in a given round)
	
BIPOSA:  Yes / No

BIOS: Yes / No





Qualifications, Diplomas, etc. (please state where obtained and dates):

	














Please describe the training course you wish to attend - include title of course, location, course organisers, dates and course fees

	






Please explain how this course will enable you to undertake research relating to children’s vision or eye disorders – include new skills you expect to gain and how you will apply these in your planned research (300 words maximum).

	



































Please describe how this course will help you remain research active in paediatric ophthalmology and / or strabismus (300 words maximum) 
	































Please confirm source of funds (including self-funding) to cover course fee if it exceeds the award (£500) 

	








Please email an electronic version of your completed application form AND a copy of your CV to executive@biposa.org (by 31st December for the October round and by 30th June for the April round)
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